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the world care about you and grieve 
with you in your loss. God bless you 
all. Signed, a very appreciative fellow 
American.’’ 

From Wells, NV: ‘‘To the family and 
friends of Specialist Rodrigo Gonzalez- 
Garza, may God’s grace be with you 
during your time of grief. Please know 
that our thoughts and prayers are with 
you and we feel your loss and share 
your sorrow. Bless Rodrigo for his sac-
rifice he has made to make a better life 
for the rest of us in this country.’’ 

From Montrose, ME: ‘‘Thanks for 
stepping forward when America needed 
you. To the family, thank you for your 
contribution to our liberty and to our 
freedom. I’m so sorry for your tremen-
dous loss.’’ 

From Houston, TX: ‘‘Specialist Gon-
zalez-Garza, goodbye soldier, and thank 
you. You are my hero.’’ 

All those individuals that didn’t 
know Specialist Rodrigo Gonzalez- 
Garza, they didn’t know about his 
background. They didn’t know about 
an undocumented family that came to 
this country and made the grandest 
sacrifice of all with four sons in the 
armed services, and one of those that 
gave his life in service of this country, 
their adopted country. 

Did any of these individuals that 
posted those sentiments on that Web 
site ask is he documented or undocu-
mented? 

Had they known he was undocu-
mented, or that the family had been 
undocumented, it would not have 
mattered, because we are united in pur-
pose. We are united in spirit. And this 
is what the whole immigration reform 
debate is all about. Not what separates 
us. Not that which differentiates us, 
but rather, what binds us as a country, 
a country of immigrants, each making 
his unique contribution, wanting to be 
part of this country. 

I want to join all those individuals 
that posted on the Web site to share 
my gratitude for Specialist Rodrigo 
Gonzalez-Garza’s service and sacrifice. 

Thank you, Specialist Gonzalez- 
Garza. Thank you also to Ramiro and 
Orelia Gonzalez, the parents, for the 
service of your sons. You emigrated 
from Mexico, but you have devoted 
yourselves and your family to the 
United States of America. We owe you 
comprehensive immigration reform. 
We owe you the opportunity to make 
your contribution in this country. 

Before we took the floor here tonight 
to highlight the lives of these individ-
uals, you may have heard previous 
speakers. One felt great pride that a 
town in the State of Texas had passed 
a law that will make it an offense to 
rent accommodations to undocumented 
individuals that may find themselves 
in that particular township. 

What pride can be derived from a law 
of that nature? Who are you shutting 
the door to? In whose face are you 
slamming that door? I’ll tell you. You 
are slamming it in the faces of Lance 
Corporal Gutierrez, Specialist Gon-
zalez-Garza, Lance Corporal Evenor 

Herrera, Sergeant Israel Devora-Gar-
cia, SGT Henry Meraz, Corporal Doug-
las Jose Marencoreyes, and PFC Rey 
Cuervo. Those are the individuals. 

What is it that binds us, truly? Is it 
the color of our skin, our appearance, 
our ethic origin? No, it’s what beats 
within us all. 

We are a Nation of laws. Our obliga-
tion as Members of Congress is to pass 
just and fair laws, and that’s what we 
are seeking. Not those that will demon-
ize, criminalize and punish individuals 
that are coming to this country at our 
behest. And make no mistake about 
that. They are coming because we are 
asking them to come and to be em-
ployed by fine, upstanding Americans. 
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And so they come, not to take but to 
give, to contribute. 

What we are attempting to do to-
night is put a human face on this im-
migrant that so often is criticized, de-
monized, characterized as a threat to 
our way of life. Do not be so concerned. 
People are so concerned: Is the face of 
America changing? That should not be 
our concern. Is the heart and the spirit 
and the soul of America changing? 
That should be our concern. And I am 
here to tell you and we give testament 
tonight that it is not. 

For the next few weeks, my col-
leagues and I will take this floor, and 
we will demonstrate to you over and 
over again the contribution of the im-
migrant to this country, that their 
sons and daughters have donned this 
uniform. We have placed them in 
harm’s way, and they have performed 
honorably and with great courage. 
There is no difference in that courage 
or the contribution that they make be-
cause of their ethnicity or undocu-
mented status of a parent. 

You saw the face of that young boy 
from Guatemala who was an orphan 
who came to the United States ille-
gally. Now, he wasn’t good enough, 
brave enough, strong enough to maybe 
deserve getting an apartment in a cer-
tain town in Texas; but he was good 
enough and brave enough to serve as a 
United States Marine and give his life 
up defending this country. Where is the 
justice and fairness? 

Our soldiers are dying and protecting 
a way of life. And it is our obligation 
that that way of life is reflected in our 
laws, fair and just laws. That is what 
this debate is all about. 

So I ask that my colleagues give 
careful thought as we debate this issue, 
and at the conclusion of this debate we 
will have a meeting of the minds and 
come up with a plan that doesn’t ac-
commodate those that are breaking the 
law, but rather allows them an oppor-
tunity to redeem themselves and to 
serve this country in a capacity that 
will utilize their unique talents and 
contributions, and I look forward to 
that time. 

PERMISSION FOR COMMITTEE ON 
ARMED SERVICES TO FILE SUP-
PLEMENTAL REPORT ON H.R. 
1585, NATIONAL DEFENSE AU-
THORIZATION ACT FOR FISCAL 
YEAR 2008 

Mr. GONZALEZ. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be allowed 
to submit a supplemental report on 
H.R. 1585, the National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2008. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 

f 

PEAK OIL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from 
Maryland (Mr. BARTLETT) is recognized 
for 60 minutes as the designee of the 
minority leader. 

Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland. Mr. 
Speaker, this is really a very impor-
tant day in our history. Exactly 50 
years ago today in St. Paul, MN, Admi-
ral Hyman Rickover gave a very fa-
mous speech. In a few moments, I will 
have here a copy of that speech, and I 
want to spend most of the hour that we 
have this evening going over that 
speech, because he was amazingly pro-
phetic. This was a speech given to a 
group of physicians, and it was about 
energy. Of course, his primary interest 
was nuclear energy, and this was a 
speech about energy in general. 

As I said, he was amazingly pro-
phetic. He understood some relation-
ships, which today, with 50 years of his-
tory behind us, he couldn’t have seen. 
He was amazingly more cognizant of 
some realities than many of our people 
today. 

We, of course, recognize that for sev-
eral reasons we need to be moving 
away from fossil fuels. There are sev-
eral groups of people with different in-
terests who have really a common goal 
in their desire to move away from fos-
sil fuels to renewables. And these sev-
eral groups find common cause, and I 
hope that there will be less discussion 
of the potential limitations of the 
other groups’ premise and more focus 
on a common goal, and that is to help 
our country and our world move away 
from fossil fuels to renewables. 

The groups that have common cause 
in this are, first of all, environmental-
ists, and there are two groups in the 
environmentalists who are concerned 
about this. One is a group which is 
large and growing, and that is a group 
that believes that our excessive use of 
fossil fuels releasing carbon dioxide 
that was sequestered a very long time 
ago, perhaps millions of years ago, 
with subtropical seas and plumes of or-
ganisms like our algae today, which 
then fell to the bottom and were cov-
ered by sediment washed in from the 
adjoining hills and then later sub-
merged by movements of tectonic 
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